EALL H399

Winter 2006

Prof. Patricia Sieber

EALL H399: 

East Asian Thought in the Western Imagination, 1600-2000

Course Description

Meeting Time: Mo & We 12:30 p.m to 2:18 p.m.

Place: 330 Koffolt Laboratories

Instructor: Professor Patricia Sieber, Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures

Contact information: 292-2464 (phone); 398 Hagerty Hall (mailbox); 377 Hagerty Hall (office); sieber.6@osu.edu (e-mail)

Office Hours: Mo & We 11:30-12:15  and by appointment 

Objectives:
This course proceeds from the premise that European and American perceptions of East Asian have played a vital part in the construction of Western discourses on religion, politics, literature, and economics since the inception of major cultural ties between East Asia and the West around 1600. EALL H399 focuses on how the Western imagination has used conceptions of Confucianism and Buddhism among other traditions to produce new insights and institutions. This course will not simply catalogue orientalist misunderstandings, but attempt to chart the nuances and complexities of cross-cultural engagement. Hence, the course will problematize simplistic notions of universalism, relativism, difference and identity, allowing for the realization that cross-cultural representations are enacted on a dialogic continuum, ranging from violent abjection to enriching engagement. Rather than examining these issues in the abstract, the course will focus on particular moments of contention in Europe and America from the seventeenth through the twentieth century. Such a broadly diachronic approach will facilitate at least three insights: (1) East Asia and the West have interacted and shaped each other more extensively and from a much earlier date than is generally believed; (2) East Asian thought has been put to contradictory uses in the West; (3) representations of East Asian thought have been a crucial resource in articulating what are popularly believed to be quintessentially Western values and institutions. In short, the course will sensitize students to the fact that contrary to popular insistence on the absolute difference or complete indifference between East and West, the West is literally unthinkable without the East.

Learning Outcomes:
This is an intellectually challenging course designed specifically for honors students. In terms of content, students will learn about both East Asian and Western thought, but more importantly, they will learn to see themselves as active and responsible participants in the production of knowledge. The course will not only convey content, but foster an interest in methodology. Students will have the opportunity to develop their intellectual interests and research skills through individualized writing assignments and oral presentations.

Required Materials:

1. Geoffrey C. Gunn, First Globalization; The Eurasian Exchange, 1500-1800 (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, 2003) available at SBX, 1806 N. High Street, Columbus, 291-9528.

2. Reader EALL H399. Cop-Ez Tuttle Garage.

Grades:

Total number of points: 100. Grading system: 90+ A range; 80+ B range etc. Below 60: E. No curve (i.e., no quota for grades). Composition of points: 1. Class participation (20 points): Minimum: Regular attendance. You are allowed one unexcused absence. For excused absences, please copy relevant documentation. Excellence: For some weeks, you will do presentation assignments (PA) in order to contribute to class discussion. For all sessions, it is critical that you read and reflect on the reading assignments (RA) ahead of time so you can bring questions and comments to class. 2. Writing Assignments (20): Assignments are designed to develop research skills and critical thinking in relation to issues pertinent to the course. Lateness will be penalized and email submission are not acceptable. 3. Mid-term presentation (10): Oral presentation to the class as a whole on a topic of your choice related to the course. You may use this opportunity to develop a topic and solicit feedback for the final paper. All students will be asked to ask questions and comment on the work of their peers as part of the midterm grade. 4. Final paper (30): (10 pages of original and analytical writing on a topic related to the class; detailed hand-out to follow). 5. Final examination (20): Essay questions based on readings and discussions during the course of the quarter. 

Accommodation: 

If you have any concerns or needs in relation to a disability you may have, please let me know as soon as possible and we will make arrangements in consultation with the Office of Disability Services and their guidelines. 

Academic Misconduct: 

If there are any grounds for academic misconduct, you will be disciplined according to the measures of the pertinent university regulations.

Course Schedule

Week 1: Introduction

Wednesday Jan 4: Introduction of Course and Participants

Week 2: Setting the Stage
Monday Jan 9: Asia, Europe, and the Early Modern World

RA (Reading Assignment): Gunn, “Introduction,” pp. 1-10 and “Conclusion,” pp. 275-284.

Wednesday Jan 11: The Importance of Travelogues
RA: Gunn, “Livelihoods,” pp. 199-222. 

Part I: The Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

Week 3: Confucianism in China

Monday Jan 16: Martin Luther King Jr. Day Holiday/No class
Wednesday Jan 18: The Scoop on Confucianism ca. 1600 in China 

PA (Presentation Assignment): Bring a quote from a text identified with the Confucian tradition. Keep track of the name of text and the provenance of the translation. 

Week 4: Confucianism, the Jesuits and the Political Ideals of the European Enlightenment 

Monday Jan 23:  Jesuit Representations of China 

RA:  Gunn, “Catholic Cosmologies,” pp. 85-111. 

Visit to Rare Book Room, Main Library
Wednesday Jan 25: China: Political Model or Abomination?
RA: Gunn, “Enlightenment Views of Asian Governance,” pp. 145-153 and 162-168. 

WA (Writing Assignment) due on Friday Jan 27 4 pm: Write a three-page critical review of one of the following plays (detailed hand-out to follow): Ji Junxiang, The Orphan of Zhao; Voltaire, L’orphelin de la Chine; William Hatchett, The Chinese Orphan; Arthur Murphy, The Orphan of China. 
Part II: The Nineteenth Century

Week 5: Daoism/Taoism  

Monday Jan 30:  Beginnings and History of Daoism

RA: J.J. Clarke, The Tao of the West, 16-36 [Reader]

Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching, 57-96 [Reader]

Wednesday Feb 1:  The Problem of Translation

Gunn, “Language, Power, and Hegemony in European Oriental Studies,” pp. 222-248. 

PA: Find another translation of the Tao Te Ching [Daodejing, The Book of the Way and the Virtue, The Book of the Way and the Power, Laozi, Lao Tzu] either in print or on the web. Select three passages from the first book and compare them against the passages in the Penguin edition. Pay attention to the following questions: are there significant differences? If so, how do they change the overall meaning of the passage in question? 

Week 6: Buddhism

Monday Feb 6: Origins and History of Buddhism

RA: Word of the Buddha; Metta Sutta; Heart Sutra; Lotus Sutra [Reader]

Wednesday Feb 8:  Texts of Chan/Zen Buddhism

RA: The Enlightenment of Hui-neng; cases from the Wumenguan/Mumonkan, Dogen Zenji, “To Forget the Self,” Dainin Katagiri, “Emptiness” [Reader]
WA due Friday Feb 10 4 pm: Choose one of the assigned readings of Week 6 or a related reading of your choice and explain what its basic tenets are. In your discussion, address how this reading confirms, contradicts, or modifies ideas you previously associated with Buddhism.   

Week 7: Buddhism as a “World Religion”

Monday Feb 13:  First Western Encounters
RA: John Francis Davis, The Chinese, 79-109  [Reader]

Edwin Arnold, The Light of Asia, 279-309 [Reader] 

Wednesday Feb 15: Pluralizing Religion

RA: J. J. Clarke, Oriental Enlightenment, 71-92  [Reader]

Martin J. Verhoeven, "Americanizing the Buddha: Paul Carus and the Transformation of Asian Thought," in The Faces of Buddhism in America, 207-237. [Reader]

WA: Abstract of Final Paper Due (300 words with bibliography) 

Week 8: Midterm Presentations Feb 20 &22

Part III: The Twentieth Century

Week 9: Asian Thought and Modernist Literary Renewal (I) 

Monday Feb 27: The Dream of a Universal Language

RA: John DeFrancis, The Chinese Language, 74-88 and 133-176 [Reader]. 

Wednesday March 1: The Modernist Uses of East Asian Writing Systems

RA: Ernest Fenolossa. The Chinese Written Character As a Medium for Chinese Poetry (1919) [Reader]

Week 10: Asian Thought and Post-War Literary Renewal (II)
Monday March 6:  Modern Japanese Views of Zen

RA: Robert H. Sharf, "The Zen of Japanese Nationalism," in Curators of the Buddha, 107-160 [Reader]

D.T. Suzuki, “The Sense of Zen” 3-24 [Reader]
Wednesday March 8: The Beat Reaction in the U.S. after WWII

RA: Chicago Review, summer 1958 issue (Gary Snyder, “Spring Sesshin at Sokoku-ji,” Alan Watts, “Beat Zen, Square Zen,” Jack Kerouac, “Meditation in the Woods,” D.T. Suzuki, tr., “Sayings of Rinzai,” Ruth Fuller Sasaki, tr. “Chia-Shan Receives Transmission,” and others) [on reserve]

Final Paper Due: Friday, March 10, 4 p.m. at 398 Hagerty Hall

Week 11: Final

Final Examination: Wednesday, March 15, 11:30 a.m. to 1:18 p.m. 
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